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Established in 1997, the Victorian Community History Awards are held annually to recognise the 

contributions made by Victorians in the preservation of the Stateôs fascinating history.  

Presented in partnership by Public Record Office Victoria and the Royal Historical Society of Victoria, the 

Awards celebrate the people involved in community history projects who are dedicated to telling local stories 

which help all Victorians to understand their past.  

 

History can be interpreted and shared in a range of formats with the aim of reaching and enriching a broad 

audience. This is reflected through the diversity of the award categories which encourage nominations for 

innovative projects by groups and individuals across the State.  

 

The 2016 Victorian Community History Awards ceremony was held on Monday 17 October in The Arts 

Centre Pavilion.  

 

List of 2016 Entries 
Compiled by Janice Haynes, Project Officer and Maddy Lewis, Project Assistant, 2016 Victorian 

Community History Awards 

 

This list of the 2016 Victorian Community History awards entries, past winners and details of the 2016 

winners can be downloaded from the Royal Historical Society of Victoria website www.historyvictoria.org.au 

 

This is a listing of all the entries in the 2016 Victorian Community History Awards in alphabetical order by 

entry title.  

  

The descriptions of the works are those provided by the entrants and are reproduced with their permission.  

 

Every attempt has been made to present these entries correctly and apologies are made for any errors or 

omissions.   

 

The categories to which the entry was submitted are not listed.  

 

All these works were completed, published, launched in the period from 1
st
 July 2015 to 30

th
 June 2016.  

 

Some Entrants have their publications for sale through the Royal Historical Society of Victoria Bookshop 

located at 239 AôBeckett Street, Melbourne, opening hours 10am ï 4pm Monday to Friday.  

 

For enquiries about the 2017 Victorian Community History Awards contact the RHSV on 03 9326 9288. 

Entry forms will be available for download from www.historyvictoria.org.au from April 2017. 

 

Public Record Office Victoria 

Victorian Archives Centre 

99 Shiel Street 

North Melbourne 

10am ï 4.30pm Monday to Friday 

(and the second and last Saturday of the month) 

03 9348 5600 

www.prov.vic.gov.au 

Royal Historical Society of Victoria 

239 AôBeckett Street 

Melbourne 

10am ï 4pm Monday to Friday 

03 9326 9288 

www.historyvictoria.org.au 
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2016 Categories:  
Victorian Community History Award $5,000 

This award recognises the most outstanding community history project submitted in any category. 

 

Collaborative Community History Award $2,000 

This award recognises the best community collaborative work which involves significant contribution from 

several individuals, groups or historical societies.  

 

Local History Project Award $2,000 

This award recognises activities that enhance access to records of significance to local communities. The 

project should increase access, awareness and participation in history on a local or community level 

including, but not limited to, digitising, indexing, cataloguing, resources and original research.  

 

History Publication Award $2,000 

For a non-fiction publication or e-publication on Victorian history which could include a biography or a story 

of social, urban, institutional, regional or cultural history. 

 

Local History ï Small Publication Award $1,500 

For the best small publication which could include, but not limited to, a published booklet, journal, zine or 

newsletter article which features Victorian local, cultural or social history.  

 

Cultural Diversity Award $1,500 

This new award category for 2016 is for projects and publications which highlight the cultural diversity of 

Victoria.  

 

Multimedia History Award $1,500 

For the best presentation of history which uses non-print media. This project can include, but is not limited to, 

multimedia exhibitions, radio, CD/DVD, phone apps, website, digital video/podcasts or online applications.  

 

Historical Interpretation Award $1,500 

This award recognises unique formats of historical representation. Applicants are encouraged to submit 

history related experiences told through physical exhibitions, artistic interpretation, history walks and tours.  

 

Centenary of WW1 Award $1,500 

This year judges will award a special prize for the best work or project submitted in any category on the 

impact of World War One on Victoria or Victorians.  

 

History Article (Peer Reviewed) $500 

This award recognises the best essay or article published in a recognised peer reviewed journal that 

illuminates the history of Victoria or Victorians. Articles must be written in a scholarly style using appropriate 

conventions of citation and evidence and be formally reviewed by referees.  
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1849 Forgotten origins of the 1851 gold rushes in 
Victoria 
Douglas Wilkie, University of Melbourne 
 
Using narrative story-telling and micro-historical investigation 
this work convincingly reveals how the Victorian gold rushes of 
1851 were not simply a reaction to gold discoveries at Bathurst a 
few weeks earlier, but were a direct consequence of a largely 
forgotten gold discovery two years earlier in the Pyrenees 
Ranges of the Port Phillip District. 

 
 

Aberfeldy Track Back Road Tours Guide  
Rudi Paoletti, West Gippsland Relic, Mining and Heritage 
Protection Inc. 
 
WGRMHP Inc. founded and maintains the 'Aberfeldy' tracks. 
This map was put together by use and Susan Fullerton of 
DEWLP to produce a new 4WD touring route. The map was 
launched by Tourism Victoria in November 2015. This unique 
map is one of the largest European self-guided historical touring 
routes in the southern hemisphere, and is available free. The 
map includes over 100 sites telling the history of the region. 

 

 
 

Activists for Community 
Karin Derkley 
 
Activists for Community tells the story of a group of northern 
suburbs residents who fought to protect the interests of the 
community at a time in Victoria's history when its public service 
and even democracy were being eroded. 

 

 
 

Alice Broadhurst Collection 
Liz Pidgeon, Yarra Plenty Regional Library 
 
This collection features over 230 rare photos mainly depicting 
the 16th Australian General Hospital, Mont Park circa 1918 - 
1920. Original photos were digitised, researched and uploaded 
to Flickr. They reveal glimpses into the lives of convalescing 
Anzacs and the nursing staff who cared for them. The collection 
is accessible via Trove. 
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An Angel By the Water 
Mike Butcher 
 
An Angel by the Water is a volume of essays by colleagues, 
friends and acquaintances of Dennis Reginald O'Hoy, former 
Head of Department of Art and Design, La Trobe University, 
Bendigo. There are 30 contributors. 
 

 

 
 

An Unfinished Journey 

Angela Bailey, Australian Lesbian & Gay Archives 
 
An Unfinished Journey - An exhibition produced by the 
Australian Lesbian & Gay Archives to accompany the Victorian 
State apology to victims of historical gay sex crimes. Charts the 
journey of law and justice for LGBTIQ People in Victoria from 
1835-2016. 
 

 

 
 

An Unfinished Tribute 
Pat Grainger,  Port Melbourne Historical & Preservation Society 
 
Fragile messages from families of Nott Street School Old Boys 
who served in WWI - Hidden for decades in a secret 
compartment of school honour board - were conserved, 
mounted and boxed with researched documents in a way that 
enables public access. Presented at various events, and future 
access is ensured. 
 
 

 

 
 

Arthur Kenny Avenue of Honour Re-creation & 
Book 
Child & Family Services Ballarat Inc. (CAFS) 
 
CAFS has demonstrated immense commitment to the Centenary 
of WWI with the recreation of the Arthur Kenny Avenue of 
Honour (Fortune Street Ballarat) commemorating the impact of 
WWI on the 106 orphans who enlisted to serve 'King and 
Empire' from the Ballarat Orphanage. Arguably the first WWI 
Avenue of Honour in Australia it has been captured in a booklet 
and as a digital story. 
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Australia Takes Wing 1900-1939 
Leigh Edmonds, Ballarat Heritage Services 
 
Near Mia-Mia in central Victoria, Duigan made the first hop of 24 
feet in his biplane on 16 July 1910é Australia Takes Wing 
situates the history of air travel in Victoria in an engaging text 
backed by rigorous research. This is the first volume of the 
history of civil aviation in Australia in the Twentieth Century. 

 
 

Australia's Second Chance 
George Megalogenis, Penguin Random House 
 
Australia's Second Chance by George Megalogenis is a non-
fiction publication that goes back to 1788 to bring us a unique 
and fascinating view of the key events of our past right through 
to the present day, brilliantly chronicling our dialogue with the 
world and bringing insight into the question of who we are and 
what we can become. 
 
 

 

 
 

Backtracks: Recollections of Remarkable 
Australians 
Joely Taylor, Billycan Press 
 
Backtracks is a collection of stories told by those who witnessed 
the best, and the worst, of Australia. Each chapter focuses on an 
interview with one person. Backtracks captures the history 
behind some of Australia's places and people, celebrating the 
real Australia for what, and more importantly, who it is. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Ballarat Regional Trades and Labour Council 
History Project 
Ann Healey, Ballarat Regional Trades & Labour Council 
 
Ballarat Regional Trades and Labour Council an online 
catalogue of historical items commencing June 2016. The 
collection is a variety of items dating from 1800s, relating to 
union business and industrial campaigns in the region. The 
catalogue is hosted by Victorian Collections where the public 
may conduct searches before visiting BLTC to view items. 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/organisations/ballarat-regional-
trades-and-labour-council#collection-records 

 

 

 

 

https://victoriancollections.net.au/organisations/ballarat-regional-trades-and-labour-council#collection-records
https://victoriancollections.net.au/organisations/ballarat-regional-trades-and-labour-council#collection-records
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Batman's Treaty - The True Story 
Jim Poulter 
 
Ever since 1835 doubts have existed about where John 
Batman's historic 'Treaty' meeting with the Wurundjeri took place 
and what really happened. For the first time his account has 
been analysed with some understanding of Aboriginal culture 
and mindset. Fresh insights have therefore now been gained 
into this historic meeting. 

 
 

óBayle and Scott: The Cup, the Cricket and the 
Custodiansô 
Louise Zedda-Sampson 
 
Fame came to Victorian cricketer Harry Bayle when he bowled 
out WG Grace at the MCG in 1873. Little is printed of Bayle's 
business or his business partner David Scott and their promotion 
of junior, interstate and international cricket. This article 
reconstructs the lives of these two Bendigonians and captures 
the legacy they left behind. (Article published in 'The Yorker' Dec 
2015 - please note images belong to Melbourne Cricket Club) 
 
 

 

 

 

Benalla Migrant Camp: a Difficult Heritage 
Bruce Pennay OAM,  Charles Sturt University 
 
Tracing how newcomers and the longer-settled interacted, fits in 
the new directions of thinking about representing cultural 
diversity in museums and at heritage places (e.g. Andrea 
Witcomb). How have and do people live together in 
communities? Recall of how people rubbed shoulders yesterday 
affects what is considered heritage-worthy today. 
 

 

 
 

óBeyond Failure and Success: The Soldier 
Settlement on Ercildoune Roadô 
James Kirby,  La Trobe University 
 
My article critically examines the uses of 'failure' and 'success' to 
describe soldier settlement in Victoria after WWI. Through the 
case study of the Ercildoune Road soldier settlement in 
Burrumbeet, Victoria, I show how farmers could be described as 
a 'success' from both a personal and local perspective. The 
evidence is based on archival sources located at the Public 
Record Office Victoria. 
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A Biographical Dictionary of Historic Figures in 
Bendigo's Chinese Community & Places 
Associated With Bendigo's Historic Chinese 
Community 
Anita Jack & Leigh McKinnon, Golden Dragon Museum 
 
A companion set of books covering some of the landscapes, 
organisations and characters of the Bendigo Chinese 
Community from the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 
 

Boodgery: First Contact in the Mid Murray 1820 ï 
1860 
John Lay 
 
For a long period in the Australian story, the extent of the 
violence at the Frontier, and the impact of the European 
occupation on the Aborigines was sanitised, ignored or lost. For 
several generations there was a deafening silence. Some 
recognised it, a few openly complained, but for most there was 
silence. To be able to move forward we need to know what 
happened and what the consequences of this were. 
 
  

 

Breaking Out: Memories of Melbourne in the 
1970s 
Susan Blackburn 

 
Breaking Out celebrates community innovations in Melbourne in 
the 1970s. 16 contributors recall how they challenged 
government policies, 'came out' in groups that had been ignored 
or prosecuted, and invented alternative ways of organising. In 
this turbulent decade the lives of many people changed - for the 
better. 
 
 

 
 

A Brush with Heidelberg 
Janine Rizzetti,  Heidelberg Historical Society 
 
In March 2016, Heidelberg Historical Society launched an 
exhibition A Brush with Heidelberg. This exhibition features 
changing landscapes and streetscapes by both famous and 
lesser known artists, supplemented by present day photographs 
of the locations depicted. 
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CAFS Legacy and Research Centre 
Neil Boyack,  Child & Family Services Ballarat Inc. (CAFS) 
 
For the first time CAFS Legacy and Research Centre is 
connecting former residents, families, communities, and the 
public to the exceptionally unique historical records significant to 
Ballarat and surrounding communities, facilitating awareness 
around social and cultural history alongside valuable rare 
knowledge and insight into the evolution of child care. 
 
 

 
 

A Century of Service 
Murray Poustie 
 
A Century of Service pays tribute to those men who formed a 
sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers' Association in Bendigo in 
December 1915 and traces the events and people and places 
that have shaped the RSL in Bendigo 1915 - 2015. 

 

 
 

Cheerio and Love to All 
Bill Ellemor, Christine Pinniger & Mary Stringer, PenFolk 
Publishing 
 
This book is primary history. It comprises letters written between 
1940 and 1961, mostly by Joan Ellemor (nee Hooke) to her 
mother in Melbourne - who kept them and subsequently passed 
them to family members. Publication is a project to make these 
letters available to the wider family and beyond, to mark the 
100th anniversary of Joan's birth. 
 
  

 

City Kid 
Lola Russell, Creative Text 
 
Lola Russell lives in the oldest house in Melbourne's CBD. Her 
family have owned it since 1900. Her memoirs tell of a 
Melbourne now largely vanishing. She was a pioneer actress 
and teacher. Her sharp insights reflect the changes to education 
and the arts over many decades. 
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The Dandenong Rangers 
Nick Anchen, Sierra Publishing 
 
The history of the Dandenong Ranges with tales of timber, gold 
and pioneer settlers, along with the tragic account of the 1938 
Kyeema airliner crash, bushfires, wildlife, Puffing Billy, Cuckoo 
Restaurant, William Ricketts Sanctuary, Tesselaar Tulip Farm, 
plus much more. Features the superb Lyrebird, one of 
Australia's most alluring creatures.  

 

Digital Tour of Wonthaggi 
Fay Quilford, Wonthaggi & District Historical Society 
 
A History Tour of 6 sites in Wonthaggi CBD using Mobile 
Devices - an app, Geotours. Each site within short walking 
distance, content representing Then and Now, includes voice 
text, audio, photos and personalities. 
 
 

 

Digitising Local History 
Neil Kerr,  Cobram Historical Society Inc. 
 
Digitisation of the Cobram Courier (Local Newspaper) to 'Trove' 
through the National Library in Canberra. Cobram Couriers from 
inception in 1888 to 1954 have been completed in three stages 
and finalised in 2016 at a total cost of $45,157.00 to the Cobram 
Historical Society. We now have a full digitised account of the 
Couriers on 'Trove' for the community to view. 
 
 

 

 
 

Dinner With The Devil 
Helen Macrae 
 
Part 1. óA History of the Queen Victoria Hospital from its 
founding to closure 90 years later in 1986.ô Part 2. óAn account of 
the campaign fought by women's organisations to save buildings 
on the site.ô Part 3. óThe establishment of a women's centre in 
the one remaining tower.ô 

 

 
Diwali @ Fed Square 
Arun Shamra,  Celebrate India Inc. 
 
Victorian Festival of Diwali celebrated its 10th anniversary last 
year, where more than 58,000 Victorians and tourists enjoyed 
the multicultural show, bazaar and Indian cuisine at Fed Square, 
Melbourne Airport, and at Flinders Street Station. The idea 
behind is to share Indian culture with all. 
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óDoing Their Bit Helping Make Australia Free': 
mothers of Aboriginal diggers and the assertion 
of Indigenous rightsô 
Patricia Grimshaw and Hannah Loney 
 
This article examines letters written by mothers of Victorian 
Aboriginal diggers protesting efforts by the Board for the 
Protection (BPA) to restrict their access to their sons' military 
allotments. 

 

 

 

 

A Dream Realised Chewton Bushlands Stories 
Karen Baker,  Chewton Bushlands Association Inc. 
 
Intended for our community with a small print run of 100, the 
research, writing and layout were done by the Chewton 
Bushlands History Group of volunteers. Actives: website 
creation; historical documents from the Parsons family; story and 
photograph collection; compilation of flora and fauna 
observations; book launch 25/10/2015. Result: a shared respect, 
community knowledge and awareness. 

 
 

Duldig Studio Documentaries, Volume 1 
Dr David Smith, Stefan Damschke, Eva de Jong-Duldig & 
Melinda Mockrige, Duldig Studio 
 
Four documentaries tell the extraordinary story of Karl Duldig 
and his wife, artist Slawa Duldig nee Horowitz, who with their 
baby daughter Eva, made the difficult journey from Vienna to 
Australia via Singapore during the Second World War. Note: All 
titles are 2015/16 except 'Against All Odds'. 

 

 
 

 

The Dust of The Mindye: The Use of Biological 
Warfare in the Conquest of Australia 
Jim Poulter 
 
The Dust of the Mindye maps the story of how two rogue First 
Fleet officers gained jars of smallpox scabs bought at Cape 
Town. They then repeated successful strategy from the North 
American Indian Wars, using the unsuspecting Joseph Jeffries 
to distribute infected clothing and blankets to the native 
population. 

 

 

 


