GERRVEGEERNUNTOR
= SOIAT RASCADL @RRRY @R

Lynn S's husband has owned this Gerry Gee Junior ventriloquist's
doll since the 1960s when he used to practice his ventriloquism on
his younger brother and had hours of fun.

And he still has the original instructions.

Ventriloquist: a person, who can make
their voice appear to come from
somewhere else, usually a puppet-like
figure (known as a ‘'dummy') of a person
or animal.

The ventriloquist does not move their
mouth or face so it appears that the
‘dummy’ is speaking.
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Gerry Gee Junior and ventriloquist Ron Blaskett made regular appearances on GTV Channel
9's popular children's show, the Tarax Show, in the late 1950s and into the 1960s. Those
were the early days of television in Australia when everything came to us in black and white
and not every household had a television. The Tarax Show was a highlight of the day and ran
for an hour every weekday afternoon.

And you can read Ron Blaskett's memories of Gerry Gee and the Tarax Show here:
http://taraxshow.info/tarax-show/memories/tarax-ron

Museums Victoria provides information on Gerry Gee Junior's heyday and the L.J. Sterne
Doll Company that made the dolls at: https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/arti-
cles/2944

Ron Blaskett had been a popular ventriloquist for many years before Gerry Gee Junior came
along. Here's a photograph of him at Coburg Lake Reserve around 1938 with his doll ‘Willie
Ross'. You can tell how popular they were by the number of children crowding around them.

And now it's your turn. Here are some very simple instructions on the basics of ventriloquism.
http://www.pocketsfullof fun.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/BeeBo-tri-fold-BW.pdf

Start with something simple like a sock puppet. (You can try these instructions. And don't be
afraid o make your own variations! https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Sock-Puppet or here:
hitps://youtu.be/OVTrfFs2EXc There are many other instructions on the internet, so your'e
bound to find some that suit you.)

Now it's your turn to experiment with being a ventriloquist. Give it a go! Create your own
show and entertain your family!

Have you made your own sock puppet? If so, why not send us a photo of your creation.
Send it to of fice@historyvictoria.org.au
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