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‘Ms Cousen’s article is lively and well written. It revisits a controversy with particular
resonance for Victorian history: the competing stories around the amputation of the arm of
Peter Lalor, the hero of Eureka. The Eureka rebellion remains a contested site, with interest
groups still making claims on its lode of historical significance. Ms Cousen has cleared away
the tangle of myths on a small section of the field, with findings that are relevant to the
whole. Her research brings evidence from medical biographies and the history of medical
practice to bear on the amputation and its aftermath. By showing how Lalor’s survival
depended both on the commitment of a group of young doctors and on broader community
support, Ms Cousen demonstrates the strength of the democratic impulse within goldfields
society’.
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