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Judges’ Citation 
The Covid 19 pandemic has sparked renewed interest in its predecessor, the Spanish 
influenza pandemic of 1919. This well-researched and lucid account of the three phases of 
the pandemic in Melbourne demonstrates how divisions between medical and public, central 
and local authorities affected the provision of emergency hospital care, especially in 
impoverished districts. While the First World War heightened vulnerability to the epidemic, it 
also stimulated the formation of Voluntary Aid Detachments and patriotic groups that could 
be mobilised in the response to the disease. The article blends exploration of public policy 
with case studies of the disease’s impact on stricken families in North Melbourne and 
Cremorne. The author’s perspective as a one-time nurse heightens her insightful contribution 
to the history of epidemics in Australia. 
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